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Dear Mayor Johnson 
 

Local development orders for housing on brownfield land 
 
I am pleased that you and the Government are moving forward with the development of 
brownfield land across the capital, as outlined in the Chancellor’s Mansion House speech last 
night. As you know, London has 4,000 hectares of brownfield land, offering significant 
potential for hundreds of thousands of new homes. By 2008, over 78 per cent of all 
development nationally was on previously developed land. Building on brownfield allows us to 
get the housing we need whilst regenerating areas that need it and protecting our precious 
green and open space. 
 
Currently there are thousands and thousands of existing planning permissions for homes on 
brownfield sites that are not being built. Placing local development orders (LDOs) on 
brownfield land only creates planning permission, but does not necessarily result in new 
housing being built. I encourage you to take an integrated approach which not only creates 
planning permissions for brownfield development, but also sees that development built.  
 
LDOs provide an opportunity to design developments which suit the needs of Londoners and 
not just developers’ profits. Can you commit that all development which comes forward under 
LDOs will contain the proportionate level of affordable housing as outlined in your annual 
housing targets, and will some sites be completely affordable? Can you also commit that they 
will meet all London Plan requirements on issues such as housing standards (eg on design, 
space, energy efficiency, amenity, etc.) and infrastructure provision? 
 
I understand we are at an early stage in the process, but I am writing to ask for any additional 
information you have at this time. For example, which sites will be targeted first? Will the 
developers be selected via the London Development Panel process? Will these sites be only for 
housing, or will you continue to encourage mixed use? How much do you expect to spend on 
match funding for site clean-up in the first year, and over the life of the programme? 
 



I look forward to your response. 
  
Yours sincerely 
  
 
  
  
Nicky Gavron AM 
Labour London-wide Assembly Member 
 


