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Complaint against the Mayor of London

I write to lodge a complaint against the Mayor of London in relation to his involvement in the
decision on 3 July 2013 to effectively approve the planning applications (decision letters
attached) allowing for the redevelopment of the Earls Court Opportunity Area.

The Mayor of London personally exercised his planning functions over these planning
applications. However, the Mayor is also Chair of Transport for London (TfL), a major land
holder on the Earls Court Opportunity Area and therefore an equity holder on the site. TfL
therefore had a significant financial interest in these planning applications gaining approval.

By deciding — and effectively approving — these applications himself, the Mayor has used his
planning functions to benefit another organisation he represents. This appears to be a clear
conflict of interest and a contravention of the ‘Greater London Authority Planning Code of
Conduct for elected and co-opted Members of the Authority’. Paragraph 5.1 of this code
outlines that:

“Where the Mayor has a prejudicial interest, the Mayor shall not exercise the function to
which it relates and shall delegate that function to an appropriate person. Where the
Mayor is prohibited from delegating that function by statute, the function should not be
exercised by the Authority.”

Under this code of conduct it is evident that the Mayor should have removed himself from the
planning process for these applications. I therefore ask that you investigate this matter and
make a judgement as to whether the Mayor’s involvement in this decision was appropriate and
his decision valid.
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